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Greetings,
 
Being otherwise busy during the good weather, I 
would now like to work on JOE.  However, it is rain-
ing.
 
Our spring started with a trip to Olympia for the 
Wooden Boat Fair.   There were lots of wooden 
boats, some drop dead gorgeous.  A chap named 
Bob Sund came aboard because he was interested 
in old tugs.   He had a very nice cruiser, and his 
daughter has a stunning older Chris-Craft.   They 
live near Lilliwaup on Hood Canal.  Fifty years ago, 
their homestead was known as Sundõs Landing. He 
asked if we knew of the APOKAK, which his father 
had owned for many years on the canal. I said the 
name was familiar, but I wasnõt sure why.  Back 
home, I found a photo of APOKAK which I sent 
him.  Turns out the photo was taken in front of their 
home!   
 
There have been some good times this spring.  On 
April 20, we had a pleasant trip to Port Orchard for 
a meet.  On arriving, we found Tana and Rex of the 
R. W. CONFER and Tracy and Giles of the OLMSTED 
holding down the ÿoat.  We lay on the inside, as 
sometimes it gets a bit brisk on the outside.  Shortly 
thereafter, Karen and Earl of the ELF and Janis and 
Tom of the THISTLE DEW arrived. A potluck was 
planned for Saturday afternoon aboard OLMSTED.
 
Saturday started with an auction by the port and 
sheriffs ofþce of three abandoned boats.  The best 
buy was a 22 foot sailboat, complete with rig and a 
6 ft Livingston. It went for $50.
 
During the day, Brian Robinson, Jan Carlson, John 

Van Woudenberg, Dave and Debbie Grimm, and 
John and Arda Earle stopped by. The Grimms and 
Earles stayed for the potluck. John Van Wouden-
berg has just built a small tug in Bellingham and 
hopes to be at Olympia in the fall.  Dave and Debbie 
Grimm are working on renovating REBOUND.
 
Brian Robinson has collected three small tugs, 
APACHE, CHEMANIUS YARDER, and LITTLE DAVID.  
He has them on the hard where they wonõt sink and 
he can take care of them. He is amassing the items 
he needs to do some restoration and will com-
mence this summer.
 
The Port Of Port Orchard gave us a pass for a free 
night at Port Orchard or Bremerton.  A Rafÿe was 
held and the winner was THISTLE DEW, Tom and 
Janis.  We also enjoyed an antique mall and a þne 
bookstore with a good collection of maritime and 
NW history.  We all enjoyed ourselves.

A week later found us in Victoria, enroute to the 
Westcoast Work Boat Association gathering at 
Cowichan Bay.  Saturday morning, we visited some 
bookstores in Victoria and headed north. Among 
the nice places to spend some time, I would have 
to include Cowichan Bay, a wonderful small town 
up hard against the shore. The workboats were well 
represented.  We checked in with Bill and Loretta 
on LADY ALLYSHA.  They are longtime friends of the 
tug group.  I spoke with Colin Grifþnson who did not 
have YELLOWFIN there but was having a good time. 
On the other side of the pier was OKISOLLO.  Dave 
and Emma Doig were present with MIDNITE SUN.  
They have done a great deal of beautiful work.  To 
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About the IRTA
The International Retired Tugboat 
Association is a community of older, 
mostly retired, tugboats and work-
boats and tugboat and workboat 
enthusiasts.  We get together to share 
tall tales and information about buy-
ing, selling, owning, maintaining, and 
appreciating these boats.

Membership
We are not collecting membership 
dues this year.  We have enough in 
the treasury to send out the news-
letter, so we are not requiring dues.  
Please keep us updated of your 
contact information and information 
about yourself, your boat, your loca-
tion, etc.  And, we hope to see you at 
a meet soon!

Email Us
If you have questions about the IRTA, 
Kae and Robin can be reached by 
email, at president@retiredtugs.org , 
or by phone or mail, if you prefer.

If you have any questions about 
the newsletter or the web site, 
please contact Tracy and Giles, at 
newsletter@retiredtugs.org .

If you would like to suggest other 
news or events that would be of inter-
est to our group, please let us know.

IRTA Web Site!
More info, pictures, and more, are 
available at www.retiredtugs.org.  
Share your stories, pictures, ques-
tions, news and tall tales online!

get to these boats we had to cross ATREVIDA, home to Lee and Judy 
Grifþn. They often spend the weekends in Montague Harbor where 
Judy makes the best baked goods youõll þnd anywhere. Notice I said 
òmakesó as opposed to òbrings from the storeó.   Itõs the best money 
youõll ever spend.

There was an unfamiliar small tug 2 docks away.  I went over to look 
and found the POLAR FURY.   I think someone added a upper wheel-
house.  Carved in the bulwarks was FORCITE, a boat that Kae and 
I saw about 35 years ago somewhere near Sidney.  It was for sale, 
and we enquired.  I called week later and was told it had been sold. 
 
We spent Saturday night at the same motel which we had chosen 
because it was close to the ferry dock and in a quiet part of Victoria 
across from Beacon Hill Park. We awoke at 0700 to þnd 3000 peo-
ple milling about waiting for the start a 10 K run. We drove toward 
the ferry and had to wait 30 minutes for the race to pass so we could 
cross to the ferry parking lot.   Fortunately, we had our tickets and 
only had to get a boarding pass.
 
Iõve heard that LE MARS sold at auction on the hard at Port 
Townsend and that COTTON 6 may go to BC.  IBIS sold to an enthu-
siastic buyer in Lakebay. He has waterfront and a place for her at 
the bottom of his lot. I saw RELIANCE at Fair Harbor last week. Donõt 
know if it was on a trip or has new owners. There was no one aboard, 
and the warþnger was not þndable.
 
I hope to see many of our old friends at Olympia this Labor Day 
weekend.  I think accomodations will be about the same as last year.  
They are planning some new ÿoats,etc, but I donõt know when or how 
they will mesh with Harbor Days.
 
As we did last year, you are invited to stop Thursday or Friday night at 
Whittiers on the way to Olympia.  Also on the way back, if you like. 
 
The last event hat I know of for this year is at Center For Wooden 
Boats on weekend of Oct 20. This will be a Washington Diesel show, 
with six boats with operating Washington engines. These are the 
ARTHUR FOSS, DONALD R, DAVID B, CATALYST, FEARLESS ex-Discov-
ery and RUBY XIV. Room will be made for any tugs who would like to 
show up. Let us know if you hope to attend so we can contact the 
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CWB to reserve space. Itõs  very nice facility at the south end of Lake Union.

Re: impromptu gatherings...  One of the purposes of the group has always been a way to locate others 
with our somewhat odd interests. To that end, donõt feel obligated to plan for large gatherings at some far 
harbor.  Gather two boats or twenty at someplace close to home, and you will have a good time.  Include a 
short note to Tracy for inclusion in a newsletter.  
 
 - Robin

Bitts and Pieces

The last IRTA meet, in Port Orchard, was very energetic.  Our apologies for taking so long to get a òtrip 
reportó out to everyone.  As Robin alluded to, above, thereõs something special about meets, whether itõs 
a nice excuse to rev up the engines and get out on the water, or a great way to gather encouragement and 
good ideas on that project that seems to keep growing, or just a chance to relax and òtalk shopó with other 
folks with whoõve been bitten by the tugboat bug.  Send us your thoughts on where and when youõd like to 
meet, on land or water!  Some have suggested a periodic brunch or other casual get-togethers.  What do 
you think?  And, if youõre already planning a small gathering, please let us know and weõll help spread the 
word!

YOUR PHOTOS NEEDED!!  Weõre trying to put together an updated boat & member roster - this year???  
Please send us a picture of your boat, yourselves, or yourselves and your boat, plus history, stats & stories, 
or a short note about your interests to share with the group!  Email us at newsletter@retiredtugs.org, or 
send your photos & info to the address shown on the cover.

Olympia is just around the corner!  Drop by the OLMSTED sometime and catch up with other òtugheads.ó  
Weõre planning on arriving on Friday (Aug. 31) sometime.  Ofþcial òTugboat Viewing Hoursó are on Saturday 
from 10 am - 5 pm, and the races are on Sunday from 12 - 4 pm.  IRTAõers who donõt already have a spot 
on a boat for the races, youõre welcome to come with us.

Another item of possible interest is the upcoming òFoss Cupó Radio Controlled Tugboat Competition, Satur-
day, August 18th, at Downtown Park, Bellevue, WA.  Events begin at 10 am.

From the Cover

Sketch artist, Vicki Medlock, of Puyallup, Washington, shares with us with a sketch from Olympia Harbor 
Days 2006 (see front cover).  She graduated from Emerald Ridge High School in Puyallup, and attended 
Pierce County Community College, Western Washington University, and Central Washington University.  
While attending middle school and high school, Vickiõs work won awards at the Western Washington Fair in 
Puyallup.   If you are interested, she occasionally accepts commissioned work for people and groups and 
can be contacted at victorya83@gmail.com.
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Maritime Book Exchange

Nick Roman, whose tugboat experience began in the 1940õs and ranged all over the Paciþc Northwest, has 
offered to exchange marine-themed books and magazines with other IRTAõers and avid book collectors.  He 
can be reached at 407-290-2379 and is happy to give you more details about the books.  Here is a list of 
books that he would like to offer for exchange.  If anyone else would like to post a similar list, let us know.

A1: òExplorations: My Quest for Adventure and Discovery Under the Seaó, Robert Ballard
A2: òThe Whale: Mighty Monarch of the Seaó, Jacques Cousteau
A3: òThe Sea Tradersó, Time-Life Books
A4: òWartime with Shell: An Autobiography of Shell Marine Superintendant Capt. R. S. Allenó, Shield Pub.
A5: ò73 Northó, Dudley Pope
A6: òA Deck Boyõs Diaryó, John Richardson
A8: òShipwrecks, Smugglers, and Maritime Mysteriesó, E. Wheeler
A9: òSpilsburyõs Coastó, Jim Spilsbury
A10: òConvoy!  Drama in Arctic Watersó, Paul Kemp
A11: òA Speck on the Sea: Epic Voyages in the Most Improbable Vesselsó, W. H. Longyard
A12: òCaptain Cousteauõs Under Water Treasuryó, Harper Bros.
A13: òThe Breadalbane Adventuresó, J. MacInnis
A15: òClose to the Windó, John Harris, Wm. Sloane Assoc.
A16: òShipsó, Life Science Library
A17: òAdmiral of the Ocean Sea: A Life of Christopher Columbusó, S. E. Morison
B1: òWar in the Deep: Paciþc Submarine Action in WWIIó, Edwin P. Hoyt
B2: òThe War of the Landing Craftó, P. Lund & H. Ludlum
B3: òTreachery at Sharpmosc Point: Unravelling the Mystery of the Caledniaõs Final Voyageó, J. Seal
B4: òThe Race: The First Nonstop Round-the-World No-Holds-Barred Sailing Competitionó, T. Zimmerman
B5: òThe Twilight Seas: A Blue Whaleõs Journeyó, Sally Carrighar
B6: òAtlantic High: A Celebrationó, W. Buckley
B7: òAlone Against the Atlanticó, C. Speiss
B8: òThe German Navy in WWIIó, Edward Derporten
B9: òSea Shell: The Story of Shellõs British Tanker Fleets 1892-1992ó, Stephen Howarth
B10: òRomance of the Seaó, National Geographic Society
B11: òThe Making of the African Queenó, Katherine Hepburn
B12: òDiving Companions: Sea Lion, Elephant Seal, Walrusó, Jacques Cousteau
B13: òA Shark Out of Water: A Mysteryó, Emma Lather
B14: òThe Norton Book of the Seaó, J. O. Coote
B15: òFiasco: The Break Out of the German Battle Shipsó, J. D. Potter
B16: òWindfalló, Wm. Buckley, Jr.
B17: òAway All Boats: A Personal Guide for Small Boat Ownersó, John Cole
B18: òOn & Off Soundingsó, Wm. Taylor
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For Sale

ELF - symoblically named as a ògraceful water beast of burdenó - is looking for new caretakers :-)

Built in 1902 in Crawford & Reid Shipyard, Tacoma, WA.  Worked for Olson Tugboat Company until 1916, 
when she went to work for Foss as òFoss #15ó until 1970 and, following a few months with Olson, again, 
as òKarlynó, for Tate Towboat (including working on building the Bangor Submarine Station) as òSkoo-
kum Cacheó until it was bought by Karen and Earl VanDiest in 1989.  Renamed to her original name 
of òElf,ó she was retired from towing and has undergone extensive renovation since the, including new 
decking, tongue & groove sides, portholes, ÿooring, refrigeration (cold plates), auxilliary engine, hydrau-
lic steering, doors, bunk room, 2 VHF radios, radar, anchor chain, and more!

The Elf was built with clear, at least 800 year old Douglas Fir!  The grain is so þne on the boards, you 
canõt count the lines.  She is double hulled, with the inside planking 3ó x 12ó and the outside hull 2ó 
x 8ó.  And, much of the outside planking is covered with a 4ó x 1ó layer of iron bark wood, to protect it 
from contact with logs.  The bulwarks are 10-12ó x 8ó solid yellow cedar with an iron bark caprail.  The 
deck planks are þr 3-1/4ó x 3-1/4ó and set with 6ó x 1/2ó square nails.  In 1993, new teak doors by 
master violin bow maker, Michael Vann, were installed.

Current power is a naturally aspirated, air-start, 360hp V12 Caterpillar D386, burning 6-1/2 - 8 gals. 
diesel an hour, running at 800-925 rpm.  Top speed approx. 11-1/2 knots at 1235 rpm.

Asking: $125,000.   Interested?  Please call 253-380-6746 (Karen or Earl VanDiest) or 253-307-5754 
(Skip VanDiest).

See this ad or post your own (wanted or for sale) in the Classiþed Ads section of our website, 
www.retiredtugs.org.



For Sale

42õ WEST COAST CLASSIC  VINTAGE WORKING TUG, 42õx12.5x7.5õ WD ALASKA PACKERS BUILT 1949, 
BLAINE,  WA.

CAT D-343TA 300 hp, 5 kw KOHLER Gen, FUEL: 650 gal, FRESH WATER:  135 gal, 3 BERTHS, FURUNO 
24MI, WOOD FREEMAN auto pilot, SINGLE STATION KOBELT  W/ NITROGEN BACK UP,  NEW COATED 
ALUMINUM FUEL TANKS,  EXTENSIVE  REFURBISHMENT, ALUMINUM BULWARKS, NEW GALLEY, FOLD-
ING TOWING LIGHT/RADAR MAST,  M/E & AUX GEN KEEL COOLED, NEW 56x48 4-BLADE PROPELLER.  
$135,000.

Tugboat TEAL - Owners Comments                   

The  motor vessel TEAL was built and operated by Alaska Packers Association (APA) and served their 
salmon þshing interests from Chignik, on the Alaskan Peninsula, to Ketchikan and south to Birch Bay.  
She then worked in the logging industry from Bellingham to Olympia before retiring with the Tacoma 
Tugboat Company.

TEAL is a traditional Northwest Coast deep draft, round bilge, plumb stem, elliptical fantail stern work-
boat, with raised pilothouse and classic sheer lines.  She is design number 1500 by Edwin Monk Sr. and 
Lorne Garden.

She has  proven to be extremely economical to operate and maintain and is in excellent condition, re-
ceiving on-going care by her current owners.

You have seen TEAL in maritime festivals and tugboat races from Olympia to Commencement Bay.  She 
deserves to continue to represent our Puget Sound maritime history.

Interested?  Give us a call!   Jon or Pat 805.967.8824.

See this ad or post your own (wanted or for sale) in the Classiþed Ads section of our website, 
www.retiredtugs.org.



Upcoming Events

August 31 - September 2: Olympia Harbor Days
Annual festival and tugboat races will be Aug 31 - Sept 2 at Percival Landing & Port Plaza in 
Olympia, WA.  òTugboat Viewing Hoursó are on Saturday from 10 am - 5 pm, and the races are 
on Sunday from 12 - 4 pm.  Drop by the OLMSTED sometime and visit with other IRTAõers.

Pre-Harbor Days Meet at Pete and Dee Whittierõs in Gig Harbor on Thursday evening, August 
30th!  Email or call for more info if you think you can make it.

October 20: Classic Workboat Show at The Center for Wooden Boats
On October 20th, The Center for Wooden Boats and Northwest Seaport are sponsoring a clas-
sic workboat show at the south end of Lake Union.   They would love to have a bunch of old 
tugs there.  Wooden and non-wooden boats are all welcome!   The idea for this show started 
as a gathering of workboats with Washington diesels and has since grown.  Letõs see how 
many tugboats we can get there!
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Mystery Boats & Where Are They Now?

There are still lots of tugboats and workboats out there that we all see, but donõt know much more about.  
If you know of a boat thatõs not on our boat list, tell us where you saw it.  Maybe someone knows more!

We have a question from the online forum:  Does anyone have any info on a 55 ft. diesel tug built in the 
late 1940s named ESSO HONDURAS?

In the Next Issue...

Coming up in the next newsletter will be an excerpt from Nita Forakerõs new book on Salvage.  Also, an 
introduction to òTugology 101ó by John Earle.  Please keep sending us your stories, articles, opinions, etc.

Also, more yet to be available on our web site, www.retiredtugs.org!
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If there are other events that would be of interest to the group, please send them to us so we 
can add them to the newsletter and our online calendar at www.retiredtugs.org.

Westcoast Work Boat Association (www.wwba.ca):
Ex-Forest Service Vessel Rendezvous: August 24-26 at Maple Bay Marina

Foss Cup Radio Controlled Tugboat Competition: 
August 18, at Downtown Park, Bellevue, WA, beginning at 10 am.




